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POLICE TV

H ow  much money do you take w ith you when you go 
shopping? Are you careful? Som etimes people steal 
money in the street -  then you need the police to help you.
Dan, Sue, and Jim  are police officers in London. They are 
no t happy because a robber steals money from  people 
near some shops every day.
H ow  can they find the robber? W hat does the robber look 
like -  is it a m an or a woman? Old or young? It is not 
always easy to know.
W hat do they have to help them? They have radios -  but 
robbers have phones. D an, Sue, and Jim  need something 
that the robber doesn’t have -  they need Police TV!
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D an  and  Sue are  po lice  officers in  L o n d o n . It is a T u esd ay  
m o rn in g , an d  D an  is angry .

‘W h a t’s th e  m a tte r , D a n ? ’ Sue asks.
‘L o o k  a t th is ,’ D an  says. ‘E very day  som eo ne  steals 

m oney  fro m  peo p le  n ea r  th e  shops. W e m u st s to p  th is .’ 
‘Y es, o f  c o u rse ,’ Sue says. ‘B ut w h o  is it? ’
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‘T h e re  is a jo g g e r,’ D a n  says. ‘E very day  he ru n s  n ea r  the  
shops. Som etim es he ru n s  in to  peo p le . P erh aps he steals the  
m o n ey .’

‘O K ,’ Sue says. ‘L e t’s go to  th e  sho ps. P erh aps w e can  see 
th is  jo g g e r.’

T h ey  sit u p s ta irs  in a w in d o w  over th e  shops. D an  has a 
rad io . T h ey  w a tch  th e  p eo p le  in th e  s treet.

‘L o o k !’ Sue says. ‘T h e re ’s th e  jogger!’
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Police T V

T h e  y o u n g  m an  runs in to  an  o ld  w o m a n , an d  she falls 
d o w n . T h e  jogger p u ts  his h a n d  o n  th e  o ld  w o m a n ’s a rm . 
‘I ’m  so rry ,’ he says. ‘C an  I help  you? H e re ’s y o u r  b a g .’ 

T h e n  a y o u n g  w o m a n  sh o u ts  a t h im . ‘D o n ’t ru n  h e re !’ 
she says. ‘I t ’s dangerous! G o  aw ay !’

T h e  yo u n g  m an  runs aw ay . D an  ta lk s  in  his rad io . 
‘Q uick! S top him ! H e ’s ru n n in g  u p  N o rth  S treet!’

A po lice  ca r s to ps th e  y o u n g  m an  in  N o r th  S treet.
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‘A re y o u  O K  n o w ?’ Sue asks th e  o ld  w o m an .
‘Y es, th a n k  you . W h ere  is th a t  n ice yo u n g  w o m an ?  I 

c a n ’t see her n o w .’
‘H av e  yo u  g o t all y o u r m on ey?’ Sue asks.
T h e  o ld  w o m an  lo ok s in  h er bag . ‘N o , I h a v e n ’t! M y 

m o n ey ’s in  m y p u rse . B ut m y p u rse  isn ’t h e re !’
‘O K  S ue,’ D an  says. ‘L e t’s ta lk  to  th e  jogger!’
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Police T V

‘W h o  are  yo u?’ Sue asks th e  y o u n g  m an .
‘M y  n a m e ’s P eter Jo n es . W hy? W h o  are  yo u ?’
‘W e ’re po lice  officers. W h y do  y o u  go ru n n in g  p a s t th e  

sho ps every day ?’
‘W h y  no t? I like ru n n in g .’
‘O K ,’ D an  says. ‘L e t’s lo o k  fo r th e  m o n ey .’
‘W h a t m on ey?’ Peter Jo n es  asks. ‘W h a t a re  yo u  ta lk in g  

ab o u t?  I never tak e  m oney  w ith  m e w h en  I ru n .’
D a n  lo ok s fo r  th e  m oney  b u t he c a n n o t find any.
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Police T V

‘C an  I go n o w ?’ P eter Jo n es  asks.
‘O K ,’ D a n  says ang rily . ‘B u t d o n ’t com e b ack !’
‘W h y  n o t? ’ Peter asks ang rily . ‘I live here! A nd  I ’m  n o t 

d o in g  a n y th in g  w ro n g !’ H e  ru n s  aw ay .
‘W h a t do  w e do  n o w ?’ Sue asks. ‘W h ere  is th e  o ld  

w o m a n ’s m on ey , an d  h er p u rse? ’
‘I d o n ’t k n o w ,’ says D an . ‘S om ebo dy  has it. B ut w h o ? ’
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0 T V
D an  an d  Sue go back  to  th e  shops. ‘I d o n ’t u n d e rs ta n d ,’ 
D an  says. ‘T h e  jogger h a s n ’t  g o t th e  m oney  so w e m u st 
lo o k  fo r som eo ne  d iffe re n t.’

‘L o o k ,’ Sue says. ‘T h e re ’s a T V  cam era  over th a t  sho p  
d o o r . P erh ap s th a t  can  help  u s .’



Police T V

T h ey  go in to  th e  sho p  an d  w a tch  th e  video.
‘L o o k ,’ Sue says. ‘T h e re ’s th e  o ld  w o m an . S he’s ge ttin g  

m oney  fro m  th e  b an k  an d  p u tt in g  it in to  h er pu rse . N o w  
she’s p u tt in g  th e  p u rse  in to  th e  b a g .’

‘S top  th e  v ideo  th e re ,’ says D an . ‘N o w , lo o k  carefu lly . 
Is an y b o d y  w a tch in g  her? ’

‘T h e re  a re  a lo t o f  peo p le  in  th e  s tre e t,’ Sue says. ‘I ’m  n o t 
sure. Is it  th a t  m an  w ith  th e  lo n g  h a ir? ’
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‘P e rh a p s ,’ says D an . ‘L e t’s go on . W h a t h ap p en s  n e x t? ’ 
T h ey  w a tc h  th e  v ideo . T h e  jogger runs in to  th e  o ld  lady. 

H e  s to ps a n d  helps her. She sh o u ts  a t h im  an d  he  ru n s  aw ay . 
T h e n  a lo t o f  peo p le  com e a n d  help  th e  o ld  lady.

‘L o o k !’ Sue says. ‘T h e  lo n g -h a ired  m an  has her a rm .’ 
‘Y es, b u t th a t  w o m a n  has h e r  bag , ’ D an  says. ‘W h a t’s she 

d o in g  w ith  it? O h! I c a n ’t  see! T h e re ’s a m an  in  f ro n t o f  h e r!’
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‘L isten , I have  an  id e a ,’ D an  says. ‘Y o u  go to  th e  b a n k  
to m o rro w , an d  ta k e  som e m oney o u t .’

‘W h y ’s th a t  a g o o d  id ea?’ Sue asks.
‘B ecause w e can  w a tch  y o u ,’ D an  an sw ers . ‘G e t a lo t o f 

m oney  f ro m  th e  b a n k , an d  let everyb od y  in th e  s tree t see it. 
T a k e  a ra d io  to o , so you  can  ta lk  to  m e .’

‘O K ,’ Sue says. ‘W e can do  th a t to m o rro w  m orn ing , th e n .’
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Q

N e x t day  Sue goes to  th e  b an k . D an  is w a tch in g  w ith  
a n o th e r  p o licem an , J im . T h ey  have  rad io s.

‘I ’m  g e ttin g  th e  m on ey  n o w ,’ Sue says.
‘T h a t ’s go o d , S ue,’ D a n  says o n  his rad io . ‘N o w  le t 

everyb od y  see i t . ’
Sue d ro p s  som e m oney  n e a r  h e r feet. People in th e  s tree t 

lo o k  a t her.
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‘L o o k  -  th e re ’s th e  m an  w ith  th e  lo ng  h a ir!’ J im  says. 
‘H e ’s p ick in g  u p  the  m oney. Shall I a rre s t h im ?’

‘N o , w a it ,’ D an  says. ‘W a tc h .’
T h e  m an  p icks up  th e  m oney  an d  gives it to  Sue. ‘H ere  

you a re ,’ he says. ‘T h a t ’s a lo t o f  m oney -  be ca re fu l!’ 
‘T h a n k s ,’ Sue says.
‘T h a t ’s O K .’ T h e  m an  sm iles an d  w alk s  aw ay .
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Police T V

‘H av e  you  g o t all th e  m on ey , Sue?’ D an  asks by rad io . 
‘Yes, i t ’s all h e re ,’ Sue says. ‘W h a t can  I do  n o w ?’

‘Buy som e th in gs in th e  sho ps, an d  th en  w alk  slow ly 
d o w n  the  s tre e t,’ D an  says. ‘W e ’re  w a tch in g  y o u .’

Sue buys som e app les, m ilk  an d  b read . T h e n  she w alks 
slow ly  d o w n  th e  s tree t. D a n  an d  J im  w a tch  h e r go.

‘Is an y b o d y  fo llo w in g  m e?’ Sue asks.
‘N o ,’ D an  says. ‘T h e re ’s a w o m an  w ith  a baby. T h a t’s a ll.’
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Police TV

‘D o n ’t fo llow  m e ,’ Sue says in to  th e  rad io . ‘N o b o d y  
m u st see you. I’m tu rn in g  righ t, in to  Sm ith S tr e e t . . . now  
I’m tu rn in g  left in to  Peg L ane. T h e  w o m a n  w ith  th e  baby  is 
fo llo w in g  m e . . .  I’m  tu rn in g  r ig h t, in to  D ale  A v en u e .’ 

‘A re th e re  lo ts  o f  peo p le  a b o u t? ’ D an  asks.
‘N o , i t ’s very q u ie t. N o th in g  is h a p p e n in g .’
D an  a n d  J im  w ait. T h e n  Sue sho u ts: ‘Be careful! O h , help  

m e, quick! H e lp !’
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T h e  jogger, P eter Jo n e s , ru n s  in to  Sue an d  she falls over. 
T h e re  a re  app les, m ilk  an d  b read  everyw here .

‘I ’m  so rry ,’ says th e  m an . ‘L et m e he lp  y o u .’
T h e  w o m a n  tak es Sue’s a rm . ‘A re you O K ?’ she asks. 

‘G o  aw ay !’ she sh o u ts  a t th e  m an.
But he sees th e  rad io  in  S ue’s po ck e t. ‘W h a t’s th is? ’ he 

asks. ‘A p o lice  rad io ?  G ive m e th e  m oney , q u ick !’
H e  tak es  th e  m oney and  runs.
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T h e  w o m a n  w an ts  to  ru n  a fte r  h im  b u t Sue ho ld s her. 
‘S to p !’ she says. ‘I’m  a po lice  officer. Y ou m u st stay  here !’ 

‘B ut w h y?’ th e  w o m a n  asks. ‘I w a n t to  help  you . T h a t 
m an  has y o u r m oney  — I h a v e n ’t g o t it!’

‘Is he y o u r frien d ? ’ Sue asks. ‘W h ere  does he live?’
‘I d o n ’t k n o w ,’ th e  w o m a n  says. ‘I d o n ’t k n o w  h in t .’ 
‘W h o  are  y o u ?’ Sue asks. ‘W h ere  d o  yo u  live?’
‘L in da  . . . L in da  W ilks. I live a t 14, O ld  S tree t.’
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o
D an  runs up  to  Sue. ‘A re yo u  O K ?’ he  asks.

‘Y es, I’m  O K ,’ she says. ‘G o  on, D a n  -  ru n !’
Sue calls a po lice ca r on  h e r rad io . D an  ru n s  a fte r  P eter 

Jo n es . ‘J im , h e ’s tu rn in g  left in to  D o ck  L ane!’ he sho u ts. 
‘C an  yo u  see h im ?’
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Police T V

‘I can  see h im  b u t h e ’s ru n n in g  very fa s t ,’ J im  says. T h e  
jogger sees J im  an d  gets in to  a b o a t. J im  ru n s  to  th e  river 
a n d  gets in to  th e  b o a t, to o .

‘S to p!’ J im  says. ‘I ’m  a po lice  officer — O h  no !’
T h e  jo gg er, Peter Jo n es , h its  J im  an d  he falls in to  the  

w a te r. T h e  b o a t goes across th e  river.
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D an  helps J im  o u t o f  th e  w a te r. ‘H e ’s go in g  in to  a c a fe ,’ 
D an  says. ‘C om e on  — le t’s ru n  to  th a t  b rid ge!’

T h ey  go across th e  b ridge  a n d  ru n  to  th e  cafe. J im  goes 
b eh in d  th e  cafe an d  D an  goes in.

‘Is he in th e re? ’ J im  asks on  his rad io .
‘Y es,’ D an  answ ers. ‘J im  -  h e ’s com ing  o u t!’
‘S to p ,’ says J im . ‘I’m a  po lice o fficer.’
B ut P e ter has a kn ife  in his h an d .
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Police T V

J im  h o ld s o u t his h an d . ‘G ive m e th e  kn ife , P e te r .’
‘S tay b ack !’ P e ter says. ‘I can  kill you  w ith  th is .’
J im  can  see D an  in th e  d o o r  b eh in d  P eter. D an  w alks o u t 

o f  th e  d o o r , very  slow ly  an d  qu ie tly .
‘C o m e o n , P e te r ,’ says J im . ‘G ive m e th e  k n ife .’
D an  tak es  P e te r’s a rm s fro m  b eh in d , an d  J im  tak es 

th e  kn ife  fro m  his h an d . D an  finds th e  m oney  in  P e te r’s 
tro u se rs .
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‘I w a n t to  go ho m e n o w ,’ says L in da . ‘M y  bab y  is hu n g ry  
an d  t i re d .’

‘D o  yo u  k n o w  P eter Jo n es? ’ Sue asks. ‘D o  y o u  an d  P eter 
steal m oney  fro m  peo p le?’

‘N o , I d o n ’t k n o w  h im . A nd  I never steal m o n ey .’
‘D o  y o u  k n o w  th is  w o m an , P eter?’ D an  asks.
‘N o ,’ says P eter. ‘I d o n ’t k n o w  her. W h o  is she?’
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D an  an d  Sue go back  to  th e ir  office.
‘D oes L in da  w o rk  w ith  P e ter?’ D an  asks Sue.
‘Y es, she d o e s ,’ says Sue. ‘W a tch  th is  v ideo . L o o k - th e r e  

she is! S he’s w a tch in g  m e get th e  m on ey , an d  n o w  sh e ’s 
ta lk in g  to  som eo ne on  h e r p h o n e .’

‘But w h o  is she ta lk in g  to ? ’
‘She’s ta lk in g  to  P eter, o f  cou rse . N o w  sh e ’s fo llow ing  

m e an d  ta lk in g  to  him  again . S he’s ta lk in g  a b o u t m e .’

22



D an  an d  Sue speak  to  L in da  again .
‘C an  I see y o u r p h o n e , p lease , M s W ilks?’ Sue asks.
‘M y phone?  W hy do  yo u  w a n t to  see th a t? ’
‘W ell, it rem em b ers  a lo t o f  n u m b e rs .’
Sue presses 1 on  L in d a ’s p h o n e . P e te r’s p h o n e  beg ins to  

ring . Sue laughs. ‘L et m e ask  y o u  again , M s W ilks. D o  you  
k n o w  P ete r Jo n es? ’

‘W ell, yes, O K . I k n o w  him . B u t I d o n ’t steal m o n ey .’
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Sue an d  D an  tak e  L in da  hom e. T hey  go in to  her house. 
‘T h e re ’s tw o  h u n d re d  p o u n d s  u n d er y o u r bed , L in d a ,’ 

D an  says. ‘A nd  l o o k - th i s  is th e  o ld  lad y ’s p u rs e .’
‘T h is  is a nice p h o to  o f yo u  and  th e  b a b y ,’ Sue says. ‘But 

w h o  is th e  m an? Is he th e  b a b y ’s fa th e r? ’
‘O K , i t ’s P e te r ,’ says L inda. ‘A nd  yes, I do  steal the  

m oney . I ’m  so rry , O K ?’
‘N o , L in d a , i t ’s n o t O K ,’ Sue says. ‘I t ’s n o t O K  a t a ll .’
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GLOSSARY
a rre s t (v b ) w hen  th e  po lice find a b ad  m an  an d  tak e  h im  to  

th e  po lice  s ta tio n  
b rid g e  a ro a d  o r p a th  th a t  goes over w a te r  
bu y  get so m eth in g  f ro m  a sho p  w ith  m oney 
cafe a p lace  w h ere  yo u  sit an d  d r in k  coffee o r  tea 
d an g ero u s  so m eth in g  th a t  can  h u r t  you is d an g ero u s  
fo llo w  w alk  beh in d  som eo ne 
id ea  so m eth in g  yo u  th in k  
jogger a ru n n e r
let m ak e  it easy fo r so m eth in g  to  h ap p en
officer a m an  o r  w o m a n  in  th e  po lice
p u rse  a sm all b ag  fo r m oney
sh o u t ta lk  very loud ly
steal tak e  so m eth in g  th a t  is n o t yo urs
tu rn  go left o r  righ t

25





Police TV
A C T IV I T I E S





A C T I V I T I E S

Before Reading

1 L ook a t the  fro n t and  back  covers and  then  answ er the 
questions. T ick  one bo x  for each question .
1 W hen does the story happen? 

a EH In the present.
b EH In the future, 
c EH Long ago.

2 W ho is the story about? 
a EH Y oung people.
b EH O lder people, 
c EH C hildren.

3 W ho steals m oney from  people? 
a EH D an.
b EHI A robber, 
c EH T he police.

4 W h at kind o f story is this? 
a EH Frightening.
b EH Exciting.
c EH  (You can w rite  y our ow n answ er.)
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A C T I V I T I E S

While Reading

1 R ead pages 1-3  and  then  answ er these questions.
1 W h at happens every day near the shops? 

a D a  w om an  likes runn ing  there.
b EH Som eone takes m oney from  people, 
c EH D an and  Sue go shopping.

2 W h at does the young m an do to  the old w om an? 
a EH H e pu ts his hand  on h er arm .
b EH H e pu ts his han d  on her leg. 
c EH H e takes her bag.

2 R ead pages 4—6. W ho says th is in the story?
1 ‘H ave you got all your m oney?’
2 ‘M y purse isn ’t here!
3 ‘I like ru n n in g .’
4 ‘OK. But d o n ’t com e back!’

3 R ead C h ap ter 2. A nsw er these questions.
1 W h at does Sue see over the shop door?
2 W h at do  D an and  Sue do  in the shop?
3 H o w  m any people com e to  help the old lady?
4 W ho goes to  the ban k  and  takes som e m oney out?
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a c t i v i t i e s : While Reading

4 R ead C hap ter 3.
Are these statem ents true  (T) o r false (F)? T  F
1 T he  m an w ith  the long h a ir  picks up the m oney. EH EH
2 T he  m an w ith  the long ha ir  takes the m oney

from  Sue. EH EH
3 Sue is follow ing a w om an  w ith  a baby. EH EH
4 I t’s very quiet in D ale Avenue. IE] EH
5 Peter Jones takes the rad io  from  Sue’s pocket. □ □

5 R ead C hap ter 4. A nsw er these questions.
W ho

1 . . .  calls a police car on her radio?
2 . . .  hits Jim ?
3 . . .  helps Jim  o u t o f the w ater?
4 . . .  goes behind the cafe?
5 . . .  takes Peter’s arm s from  behind?

6 Before you read  C h ap ter 5,
can you guess w h a t happens? YES N O
1 T he police take Peter to  the police station . □ □
2 Linda know s Peter. □ □
3 Linda tries to  help Peter. □ □
4 Linda is angry w ith  Peter. □ □
5 Peter runs aw ay, bu t L inda finds him . □ □
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A C T I V I T I E S

A fter Reading

1 Use these w ords to  join these sentences together.

and but so became

1 Peter Jones runs in to  the old w om an. She falls dow n.
2 T he  old  w om an  looks in her bag. She can ’t find her purse.
3 D an  has a radio . H e can ta lk  to  Sue.
4 Peter is afraid . H e sees a rad io  in Sue’s pocket.

2 Put these seven sentences in the righ t order.
a CD Peter Jones runs in to  Sue. 
b CD She drops the m oney in the street, 
c CD Sue w alks in to Sm ith Street, Peg Lane, and D ale Avenue, 
d □ H e sees the rad io  in her pocket, takes her m oney, 

and  runs.
e CD T he blue-haired  m an picks up the m oney and  gives it 

to  her.
f □ T he  w om an  w ith  the baby follow s her. 
g CD Sue takes som e m oney ou t o f the bank.
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a c t i v i t i e s : After Reading

2

3

4

5

6

3 L ook a t each p icture, then answ er the questions after it.
W ho is this?
W h at is she doing?

W ho is this?
W h at is she doing?

W ho is this?
W h at is she doing?

W ho is this?
W ho is she talk ing  to?

W ho is this?
W h at is he doing?

W ho is this?
W h at is he doing?
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ABO U T T H E  A U T H O R

Tim Vicary is an experienced teacher and writer. He has written 
many stories for the Oxford Bookworms Library. These include 
White Death (Stage 1, Thriller & Adventure) and The Elephant 
Man (Stage 1, True Stories). He has two children, and keeps dogs, 
cats, and horses. He liyes and works in York, in the north of 
England. He has published two long novels, The Blood upon the 
Rose and Cat and Mouse.
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O X F O R D  B O O K W O R M S  LIBRARY
Classics • Crim e &  M ystery • Factfiles • Fantasy &  H orror 

Hum an Interest • Play scripts • T hriller &  Adventure  
True Stories • W orld Stories

The o x f o r d  b o o k w o r m s  l i b r a r y  provides enjoyable reading in English, 
w ith a wide range of classic and m odern fiction, non-fiction, and plays. It 
includes original and adapted texts in seven carefully graded language 
stages, which take learners from beginner to advanced level. An overview 
is given on the next pages.
All Stage 1 titles are available as audio recordings, as well as over eighty 
other titles from Starter to Stage 6. All Starters and many titles at Stages 1 
to  4 are specially recommended for younger learners. Every Bookworm is 
illustrated, and Starters and Factfiles have full-colour illustrations.
The o x f o r d  b o o k w o r m s  l i b r a r y  also offers extensive support. Each book 
contains an introduction to the story, notes about the au thor, a glossary, 
and activities. Additional resources include tests and worksheets, and 
answers for these and for the activities in the books. There is advice on 
running a class library, using audio recordings, and the many ways of using 
O xford Bookworms in reading program m es. Resource m aterials are 
available on the website < w w w .oup.com /bookw orm s>.
The O xford  Bookw orm s Collection  is a series for advanced learners. It 
consists of volumes of short stories by well-known authors, both classic and 
modern. Texts are not abridged or adapted in any way, but carefully selected 
to be accessible to the advanced student.

You can find details and a full list of titles in the O xford  Bookw orm s  

Library Catalogue and O xfo rd  English Language Teaching Catalogues, 
and on the website < w w w .oup.com /bookw orm s>.
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Police TV

'Every day som eone takes money from 

people near the shops. We must stop this,' 

says Dan, a police officer.

The police use TV cam eras but it is not easy 

because there are so many suspects. Who 

is the robber? (Word count 1,500)
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